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office you're sitting) is the Joe Rat, and this
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uniikely
American guitar buiiders of recent times.
James Tyler.

“Joe was created for a few reasons,” says

[ " James. “For fun, for
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Joe is anti everything | have done to
point. With Joe, | reject what | have
with James Guitars, and make fun of it
it's all about attitude. In Joe's world, there
are no 20 space racks, or fantastically
cool padalboards: only a guitar, 21960
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The Joe range is only available in Japan

and, if the y look of the Rat

- attitude. It would be a guitar made by my

Ruys in my shop, but | would never work on it.
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Ithough our phones and in-boxes are
A still in meltdown after our Pimp Your
Pacifica feature back in issue 304, we
still feel that customising gultars is both big
S and clever.
- This object of desire (or eyesore.
depending on which side of the Guitarist
office you're sitting) is the Joe Rat, and this
bashed-up beauty comes from a most
unlikely source: one of the most lauded
American guitar builders of recent times,
: James Tyler.
: “Joe was created for a few reasons,” says
James. “For fun, for a friend to distribute in
Japan, and to see if | could create another
successful guitar line that wasn’t associated
with me. | wanted a lower priced guitar that
S was straight-ahead and portrayed a different
A g [ attitude. It would be a guitar made by my

“Years ago, | took a stripped-down version
- of the SE and the Classic to the NAMM
' show,” he continues. “My dealers and

Joe Rat
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. distributors, who were reeling in horror, sat

| me down and explained to me that it may

; devalue the more expensive models, that it

. was going to confuse the customers; a
what the hell was | thinking?

guys in my shop, but | would never work on it.
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“At first | didn’t agree, but after thmlimg

about it for a while | saw they had a pouht

Joeis anti everything | have done to thls
point. With Joe, | reject what | have created
with James Tyler Guitars, and make fun of it;
it's all about attitude. In Joe’s world, there
are no 20 space racks, or fantastically |

. cool pedalboards; only a guitar, a1960 :
| Bassman with a full right-hand sweep, a coil 3
. cord and a cigarette.” 7

The Joe range is only available in Japan

. and, if the overly distressed look of the Rat
- doesn't appeal, other more sedate moc}iels

- are available. They play almost as well as a

. full-blown Tyler and sound pretty good too.
. However, as there are no plans to launch

. Joe outside of the Far East, Ebay or

. Ishibashi may be your only hopes.




