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TYLER HOLLOWBODY STUDIO ELITE RETRO & CLASSIC

ECTRICS @ CDTRACKS2&3

y Studio Elite

1aSSIC <0002 51010

body design actually improve performance?
s through their paces by Simon Bradley

Elite HD: the phrase describing the
guitaras being ‘.. .as close to perfection
as we've seen in a very long time' did
result in a few letters and e-mails
winging our way: did we actually mean
that admittedly grand statement?

So allow us to confirm that we did
mean it and, what's more, we stand by
what we said: a Tyler remains top of our
own ‘must-buy’ list. However, as befits
similar operations across the world,
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James Tyler and his small but dedicated
team of master luthiers — based in Van
Nuys, California — have been continuing
their quest to design and build what
they'd class as the perfect electric
guitar. These two models, both based
on existing designs, are worthy of a
closer look simply because both are
hollow: not chambered, not semi-
acoustic, but genuinely hollow.

“The body is made in two halves on a
Fadal digital CNC router, a top half and
a back half,” explains James Tyler. “It's
not chambered, but completely hollow

inside - from the inside tip of
one horn all the way around to the
inside tip of the other horn. It's a
little over one-quarter-inch thick, and
follows the outside contours. The walls
around the pickup and tremolo cavities
are the same thickness too.”

So what was the inspiration behind
the concept? “Well, I wanted to seeif
I could get a more resonant guitar with
weight reduction as a key benefit. The
success of the project has amazed all of
us here and the players who sit down
and spend time with the guitar almost
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TYLER HOLLOWBODY STUDIO ELITE RETRO & CLASSIC £1,999 & £1,949
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The brand new

V' profile of the
Retro Studio Elite,
in all its glory

Below: Tyler's innovative hollow-body
design, naked and exposed

Below: The perimeter measures just
over one-quarter-inch in thickness

Y, ii"i

All five pickup settings on the Studio Elite allow you toreally
stretch your technique with whatever crazy chord voicing
you'd care to attempt: the toneis that good!

All three JVT pickups,
with their vintage mint

lendent “Well, I haven't put any great effort

overs, into [the researching of neck profiles
are angled slightly towards the bridge
sited shightly

further away from the VSV vibratc

Over the years, I've found a few shapes
The bridge unit itself is that [, and a lot of other people seem to
like and I work off of those

when compared to the Classic (from its Probably the most famous *V'-profile

central point, just under 34mm

can be found on the Clapton Signature

compared to 36mm). The maple neck Strat, and although the neck of this

of our example features Tyler'’s new

‘V'-profile

relaxed about its genesis

Tyler fills the hand in a similarly
neck and James is typically agreeable way, the apex of the wood

1 thing

is slightly rounder - a go



TYLER HOLLOWBODY STUDIO ELITE RETRO & CLASSIC £1,999 & £1,949
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alder, plus the siting of the pickups,
accusations of harshness become
completely redundant here. You're left
with all the Strat-type tones that we've
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all heard on our favourite records and
thanks to the feel of the neck that we've
just about run out of superlatives for,
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a/le THRER S Fender Custom Shop model
Pro from £399

Anderson’s take on a In fact, silky smoothness is a
vintage-styled Fender
Stratocaster includes

a trio of vintage-voiced
single-coils, retro styling
and a mind-boggling

list of custom options
that can be worked
through online. As well
as the suitably vintage
V-profile to the neck,
this particular Fender
Stratocaster offers a
bevelled scratchplate
into the equation.
Basically, if you want a
fifties vibe on a modern
Fender, then this is it.
Blade's Texas Standard
Pro is not exactly a Tyler
in the construction or
tone stakes, but it's a
great price for a guitar
that includes vintage
mint livery and a trio of
Blade single-coils that
can be voiced on the fly
via the always-excellent
VSC circuit

reasonable description of the guitar as
a whole. All five settings are rounder
and bereft of even the merest hint of
abrasion, allowing you to really stretch
your technique with whatever crazy
chord voicing you'd care to attempt
the tone is that good

As you'd expect, there’s plenty of
resonance, both
acoustically and
when plugged in,
which benefits any
style and the only
criticism we'd have
is that the VSV is
set slightly flat
when compared to
the more liquid set-
up of the Classic. That's personal taste,
of course: what should be obvious by
now is that this guitar is one of the best

of its type we've tried in aeons.

Verdict

Due to the lack of various optional
extras, the price of both instruments is
below the §2,000 mark, putting them
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Where the Hollowbody
Classic, like just about every oner Cusion
Tyler guitar, comesintoits
ownis with the neck — the
feel of any Tyler neck has to
be the best available today

The Wilkinson VSV
vibrato features
rolled saddles for
improved tone

closer than ever to their Fender
equivalents and, as we've said many
times before, an increased choice is
always a great thing for those of us with
a limited amount of money burning
holes in our pockets

Can a Tyler compete with the wealth
of history that even
the most basic of
Shop models can
offer? We'd suggest
that it could,
although it would
be a lucky player
indeed who'd be
able to afford and
use both, so a choice has to be made

Coming back to specifics, the guitars’
hollow bodies have both benefits and
downsides. The lightweight
construction and additional resonance
to the tone are offset by the at-times
But the
feel of the necks, plus the gamut of

abrasive nature of the Classic

options Tyler offers, does make us feel

much better about this side of things
and there's no doubt that the Studio
Elite Retro sounds even better than the
Classic, and we loved the additional
heft and feel of the new ‘V'-profile neck

We review a Bad Cat rig on page 137
of this issue, and we plugged the Elite
into this amp to really spoil ourselves
Don't let anyone tell you that money
doesn’t buy quality: our humble testing
area reverberated to some of the best
classic Strat-inspired tones we've ever
had the pleasure of playing with

We'll leave the final word to James as
he tells us of his future plans: “I'm now
planning on riding my Buell motorcycle,
racing my Corvette, and taking a nap.”
Good for you, you deserve it: could you
just leave the guitars with us?

Tyler Hollowbody Classic

Guitarist RATING . 8. 8. 8.0/
Tyler Hollowbody Studio Elite Retro
Guitarist RATING 2. 8.8.5.8 .1



