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GUITAR COLLECTOR!
TUNINGS FIEND!
FLEETWOOD MAC FAN?
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Line 6 PODxt Live
Lakewood M-1 & M-32 electros
Cornford Richie Kotzen amp

Tyler Studio Elite HD
New DigiTech distortion FX
Godin xtSA

Vintage Tele Customs
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TYLER STUDIO ELITE HD £2,620
% CDTRACKS 2-4

Therivals

Don Grosh Bent Top
Custom from £2,199
Fender Showmaster FMT

from £2,449
Tom Anderson Drop Top
Classic £2,695

As befits a genuine
‘niche’ American
builder, all of the
models offered by Don
Grosh’s facility can be
ordered to a personal
spec. DiMarzio pickups,
a rainbow of finishes
(both coloured and
exotic), a mid boost,
the list goes on: great
feel and top tones too.
With a carved top and
H/S/S configuration of
Duncan and Fender
pickups, this Custom
Shop axe is the ultimate
hot-rodded Strat that
also bears the classic
logo. A slim neck, LSR
nut and Sperzel tuners
completes the picture.
Anderson has been a
name denoting high
quality for years and
his star continues to
rise. Beautiful guitars
across the board and,
at these heady heights,
price is of a secondary
consideration: absolute,
unadulterated quality
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Tyler Studio Elite HD -

Is this the best S-type electric available today? With an unusual ‘shmear’ finish,
awesome sounds and a gorgeous neck, it's certainly close...

ames Tyler has been honing his
significant skills for well over 20
vears while modifying instruments
for the top echelon of LA's session
Many of those players - Mike
Landau, Dan Huff and Steve Lukather
remain close to Tvler

scene

amongst others
today, and the majority of the features
included in most of his current models
came from innovations that he
developed to satisfy these top players
The first Studio Elite was debuted at
1987's Winter NAMM show. “I took
some innovations | had come up with

over the years and included the popular

features of the time, like H/S/S pickups
and the Floyd Rose bridge,” says Tvler
“I shovelled them all into one
instrument, as I thought it was time to
make a guitar with all the good stuff.”

StudioElite HD

So, what's the difference between a
Studio Elite and the HD? James sheds
some light: “The difference is the
wiring. The Studio Elite has the lead/
rhythm circuit and the HD doesn't. The
HD is more straight-ahead without all
the switching. HD stands for... well, we
haven't come up with that yet!”

This particular example includes
some optional features that we'll
describe in due course, but what
remains constant across the board is
the subtle shaping of the body, neck

and fingerboard. Both horns are slightly

thinner than you may expect and, with
some additional shaping within the
cutaways and around the heel, access
to the 22nd and top fret is unhindered
Coupled with the eye-popping ‘shmear’
finish, the guitar's body looks more like
a Henry Moore sculpture than a mere
slab of American alder wood.
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Ah ves, that unique finish. The name
‘shmear’ is more onomatopoeic than
anything else, and James wasn't giving
much away: “I can't really tell you how
we do it, but we apply many different
layers of different kinds of paint that
we manipulate in a certain way to
achieve the patterns. The whole
process takes about a week.”

The finish is matt, totally smooth to
the touch, and visually a cross between
tie-dye and oil on a pond. With four
different colours on offer (including
hazmat spill, a strangely attractive red/
orange/mauve combo that resembles a
scene from Resident Evil), we concede
that it’s likely to be an acquired taste.
Still, as it adds £195 to the basic cost
(see Spec Check), you can always
choose something more ordinary and
save some pounds.

The pickups here include a
humbucker wound to Tyler's exact

Features ok ok ok
Sound ek %k k
Value for money ook ok ok

¥ WE LIKED The awesome feel and tonal
performance

¥ WE DISLIKED The headstock is a little
out of character

specs by Seymour Duncan alongside

a pair of John Suhr single coils,
controlled and accessed via master
volume and tone pots plus a standard
five-way blade selector. There is also
the option of a trio of Suhr singles at no
extra cost. Costing £65, the mid-boost
circuitry is yet another optional extra
Powered by a standard 9V battery
situated in a recessed compartment on
the back, the circuit is always active
However, what makes this version that
much more useful is an additional level -»~




If you have to sell every other

electric guitar youowntoraise
funds for a Tyler Studio Elite HD,
you should doso

EMBER 2004 Guitarist 93



TYLER STUDIO ELITE HD £2,6:
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Smoothed rosewood
PRICE: £2 ¢ between the 22

jumbo frets gives
ORIGIN: LIS/ a fantastic feel
TYPE: t
BODY:
NECK: Q
SCALE LENGTH:
NUT/WIDTH: Gr
FINGERBOARD:
FRETS:
HARDWARE: Wik
STRING SPACING,

BRIDGE:
ELECTRICS:

WEIGHT (KG/LB):

OPTIONS:

RANGE OPTIONS:

LEFT-HANDERS: ¥

FINISHES: Ar
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